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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Barbara Green-Ajufo, DrPH, MPH

Dr. Barbara Green-Ajufo works at Alameda County Public Health Department, Division of Communicable Disease Control and Prevention where she directs the HIV/AIDS Epidemiology Surveillance Program, the Alcohol and Drug Treatment HIV/Hepatitis Testing Program, and serves as principal investigator to special HIV/AIDS epidemiology studies.  Prior to working in HIV/AIDS, she had a long-standing commitment to infant and women’s health.  In the mid 1990’s, she completed a two-year Applied Epidemiology Fellowship as an Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer with the Division of Reproductive Health, Pregnancy and Infant Health Branch at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Dr. Green-Ajufo’s public health career spans 27 years.  She has co-authored a number of peer reviewed journal articles and presented at national and international conferences on a range of topics.  Psychosocial determinates of health, root causes of disease disparities/inequities and social justice issues shape her public health views and philosophy.  

Dr. Green-Ajufo received her Bachelors of Science degree in Biological Sciences from the University of California, Irvine.  Her Masters of Public Health in Health Planning, Policy, and Administration and Doctorate of Public Health in Epidemiology are both from the University of California Berkeley.  On a more personal note, she loves to travel and experience different world cultures.

Gigi Barsoum
Gigi Barsoum, PhD,  is currently a Policy & Advocacy consultant with over fifteen years of health and public policy experience at the local, state and federal levels, including government, academia, and philanthropy.  Most recently, Ms. Barsoum was a Program Manager at The California Endowment where she managed and lead a portfolio of over $8 million in grants related to cross-cutting issues including public policy, advocacy, research, policy analysis, advocacy capacity-building, networks, policy advocacy evaluation, policy maker education, civic engagement, immigration/immigrant integration and fiscal policy. Ms. Barsoum’s prior work includes serving as a Senior Health Policy Analyst for the US Government Accountability Office’s Health Care Team, and eight years as a Public Health Advisor with the US Department of Health and Human Services Office of Public Health and Science on assignment to the District of Columbia Mayor’s Office of Health Policy. There she served as a federal liaison and advisor to the District of Columbia (DC) and the Mayor of DC, and worked with senior level Federal officials on the provision of technical assistance to DC. Ms. Barsoum has a Doctorate in Health Policy and Management from Johns Hopkins University School of Public Health and received her MPH in Behavorial Sciences and Health from University of California, Los Angeles. 

Miguel Bustos

Miguel is Senior Program Manager for the Americas at the Levi Strauss Foundation.   He manages grantmaking in the Foundation’s global giving areas of HIV/AIDS, Asset Building and Workers’ Rights in the regions of Latin America and Canada.  He is also be responsible for HIV/AIDS grantmaking in the United States. Miguel joins us from Mayor Ronald V. Dellums’ office, where he served as the Director of Intergovernmental Affairs.  Miguel’s prior work includes serving in the Clinton Administration as an advisor to the President on Youth and HIV/AIDS. He was later appointed Policy Advisor to Vice President Gore on health, education and community development while also serving as liaison for the Vice President to the Latino, Native American, and lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender Communities. 
 
Additional career highlights in the non-governmental sector include service as Executive Director of the California Latino Civil Rights Network, Program Officer for the Marguerite 
Casey Foundation and Commissioner to the Redevelopment Agency of San Francisco appointed by Mayor Gavin Newsom. 
 
Miguel was born and raised in the Mission District of San Francisco. He holds BA in International Relations from Holy Names University. He also holds a MA in International Affairs from The American University in Washington, D.C., with a focus on International Conflict Resolution. Miguel loves his city and he still lives in the same house that he grew up in on 24th and Harrison Streets.
Ernesto De La Torre

Ernesto De La Torre began his career with Chevron in 2006 as the Global Coordinator for HIV/AIDS Policy Implementation. In his current role De La Torre is responsible for coordinating the global delivery of Chevron’s Corporate HIV/AIDS Policy and internal public health efforts. Additionally, he coordinates the development and fulfillment of global workforce training in the areas of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. Prior to joining Chevron, De La Torre spent 10 years in higher education administration and six years as a private consultant in the areas of diversity and cultural awareness. He has a master's degree in psychology and conducted research in the areas of cognition and human learning, racism and racial bias.
Gregory W. Edwards, EdD 
While his most recent work has been primarily in the areas of HIV/AIDS community healthcare; Dr. Gregory W. Edwards has worked in Ivy League institutions as a dean and faculty member, in high-tech and financial corporations as an executive management development specialist, in an HIV/AIDS clinical trials organization as executive director, and in government as a professional management development consultant.
Dr. Edwards has established an outstanding track record as a developer of people, projects, and processes. He is both an excellent public speaker and a productive fundraiser. Edwards served actively on the San Francisco HIV-CARE Planning Council; developed minority community organizations as the Pacific-West regional HIV Resource Consultant awarding funds earmarked by the United States Congressional Black Caucus and administered by the Assistant Surgeon General.  Prior to accepting his current appointment, he served as Vice-President of Health Services Administration at Housing Works Inc, the nation's largest HIV/AIDS community-based organization in New York City.

Since 2008, Edwards has served as executive director for the Flowers Heritage Foundation in Oakland, California. A native of St. Louis, Missouri, Dr. Edwards graduated from Harvard University with masters and doctoral degrees in management and organization development. Greg has served on the FCAA board of directors since 2008.

Angel Fabian
Angel Fabian is the HIV Education Supervisor/HIV Services Coordinator at La Clinica de La Raza and Chair of SalvaSIDA.  Born in Mexico and raised in California, Angel has been organizing immigrant and POC communities around issues of social justice, immigrant rights and HIV/AIDS advocacy for over 18 years.  He has founded multiple organizations in California and has been part of multiple boards on a local, regional and national level.  He holds a BA in Human Biology from Stanford University and is completing a Masters in Nonprofit Administration from the University of San Francisco. 

La Clínica seeks to improve the quality of life of the diverse communities we serve by providing culturally appropriate, high quality, and accessible health care for all. Our HIV services goal is to prevent the further spread of HIV and ensure a high quality of life for those living with HIV.
Kandy S. Ferree

Kandy S. Ferree, serves as the President & CEO of the National AIDS Fund, a Washington, DC based organization with 29 Community Partnerships across the United States. The organization builds partnerships with foundations, corporations and other national organizations interested in building community capacity toward creating stronger, more sustainable HIV/AIDS prevention and care services. Ms. Ferree has extensive experience in designing, implementing and evaluating HIV/AIDS prevention and care services, community capacity building, group facilitation and corporate training, as well as philanthropy and grantmaking at the community and national levels. Committed to HIV/AIDS as a public health and social justice issue, Ms. Ferree’s vision is to create innovative, public-private partnerships that empower community-level decision-making and build community capacity.

Originally from south-central Pennsylvania, Ms. Ferree holds a Bachelors degree in Family Studies with a minor in Gerontology from Messiah College and a Masters degree in Community Psychology from the Pennsylvania State University. Her professional interests include building strategic philanthropic relationships with corporations and foundations; her research interests include implementing/evaluating community-based prevention interventions and managing community and organizational systems change. Kandy has served on the FCAA Board of Directors since 2007.

Cynthia A. Gómez, Ph.D., 

Director, Health Equity Intiatives, Professor, Department of Health Education, San Francisco State University. Cynthia A. Gómez, Ph.D., the founding director of San Francisco State University's Health Equity Initiatives, leads efforts to enhance and integrate campus research, curricula, community service and training programs that address health disparities and/or promote health equity in the United States. A leading scientist in HIV prevention, she previously served as co director of the Center for AIDS Prevention Studies (CAPS) at University of California, San Francisco, where she was also an associate professor in the Department of Medicine. Prior to her work with CAPS, Dr. Gómez spent 12 years working in community health settings, including five years as director of a child and family mental health center in Boston.

Dr. Gómez is a pioneer in research on cultural determinants of sexual behaviors, gender dynamics, and programs for people living with HIV. She has served on several national committees, including the Center for Disease Control's HIV and STD Advisory Council, and is a member of the board of trustees of the National AIDS Fund and the Guttmacher Institute. She was an appointed member of the Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS under both the William J. Clinton and George W. Bush administrations.
Tessie Guillermo

Tessie Guillermo is President and CEO of ZeroDivide. Prior to ZeroDivide, Ms. Guillermo served for 15 years as CEO of the Asian and Pacific Islander American Health Forum, a leading national health policy/advocacy organization with offices in San Francisco and Washington, D.C.  In 2000, Ms. Guillermo was appointed by former President Bill Clinton to serve as an inaugural member of the President's Advisory Commission on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. She currently serves as Board Chair for The California Endowment, and Vice-Chair for Catholic Healthcare West. Ms. Guillermo is also a member of the Board of the Lucile Packard Foundation for Children’s Health, the Nonprofit Finance Fund in New York and Northern California Grantmakers (NCG). 
Ms. Guillermo is an alumna of the University of California, Berkeley and California State University, East Bay, with a BA in Economics.  She is a graduate of the Gallup Leadership Institute and was a 1997 Fellow of the Asian Pacific American Women's Leadership Institute.


Naina Khanna
Naina Khanna is the director of policy and community organizing at Women Organized to Respond to Life-threatening Disease (WORLD) in Oakland, California. Ms. Khanna also coordinates the U.S. Positive Women's Network (PWN), a national membership body of HIV-positive women, inclusive of transgender women, that advocates for policies and programs at local, state and national levels that reflect the needs of HIV positive women and families.  In addition, Ms. Khanna serves on the Coordinating Committee for the Coalition for a National AIDS Strategy, the Leadership Team for the National Women and AIDS Collective (NWAC), the Board of Directors for AIDS Alliance for Children, Youth and Families, and was recently appointed to the Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS (PACHA). She has spoken and presented nationally and internationally about the critical role HIV-positive people and their advocates play in developing policies and programs that will meet community needs and help end the epidemic overall. Ms. Khanna was diagnosed with HIV in 2002.
Colin Lacon
President & CEO, Northern California Grantmakers. Providing executive leadership and strategic vision, Colin’s tenure at NCG began in summer 2004. Since his appointment he has reorganized the agency to provide key value to members, strengthening the association’s relationships with regional, state and national initiatives., promoting the work of members and maintaining NCG’s reputation as a leader in philanthropic support. 

Previous to this position, Colin served for six years as Senior Program Officer for the 
Strengthening Communities Program at the Stuart Foundation.  He has also held several 
positions in local government for the City of Oakland.  They include: Director of Strategic 
Grants Management in the Office of the City Manager; Assistant Director for the Mayor’s 
Office of Drugs and Crime; and Assistant to the Mayor for Economic and Community 
Development.  Mr. Lacon also worked as a Legislative Analyst for the California State 
Legislature.  Colin holds a Master of Science in Financial Management and Public Policy 
from Carnegie Mellon University and a Bachelor of Science in Policy Analysis from Cornell 
University.
Dr. Marsha Martin

Director, Get Screened Oakland, Advisor to Mayor Ronald v. Dellums. Dr. Marsha Martin was the special assistant on HIV/AIDS policy to Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Donna Shalala under President Clinton. Before joining HHS, Martin was the coordinator for Homeless Veterans’ Initiatives at the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, as well as the Executive Director of the Federal Interagency Council on the Homeless at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Martin was previously Director of Washington, D.C.’s Administration for HIV Policy and Programs where she orchestrated the first city-wide HIV testing program

John Newsome
John Newsome is a Vice President at GBC, leading the Coalition's U.S. HIV/AIDS Initiative, an ambitious new collective action initiative to hasten and directly support-with business reach and expertise-U.S. HIV education and testing programs. Prior to joining GBC, John was the founder of the Public Equity Group, a boutique strategy and management consulting practice for social justice organizations, based in San Francisco. His former clients included the SF Department of Public Health, the STOP AIDS Project, the Mitchell Kapor Foundation, Glide Memorial Church, and FSG Social Impact Advisors, a global consulting and CSR firm.

Over the past 15 years, John has served on the executive and management teams of several organizations including the Oakland Public Schools (executive officer/chief of staff role) and the Bridgespan Group, a non-profit subsidiary of management consultancy Bain & Company. John also served as press secretary and legislative aide to U.S. Congresswoman Barbara Lee (D-Oakland), and in 2000 piloted the Democratic National Convention's LGBT media operation, which he led again during the 2004 Democratic National Convention. John is a 1990 National Endowment for the Humanities Fellow and holds a Spanish fluency certification, a BA, an MA and an MBA from Stanford University.
  

Jessica Riviere
Jessica is the Director of Advocacy and Policy at Bristol-Myers Squibb.  In her role, Jessica works with national and local organizations to ensure PLWHA have access to care.  Prior to joining Bristol-Myers Squibb, Jessica worked for Senator Kennedy as the health advisor for Massachusetts, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid, Office of Legislation and Policy and the Massachusetts Medical Society.  
Jessica holds a Bachelor of Arts from Mount Holyoke College and a Masters of Health Science from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.  A mother of two boys, Henry and Silas, Jessica lives in Philadelphia.

Julie Scofield
Julie Scofield joined the National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors (NASTAD) as their first Executive Director in February 1993.  Under Ms. Scofield’s leadership, NASTAD has grown from a staff of one, to a highly respected national HIV/AIDS organization of over 50 professionals and major programs in the areas of HIV prevention and surveillance, care and treatment, racial and ethnic health disparities, viral hepatitis, government relations, and global HIV/AIDS technical assistance.  Prior to opening NASTAD’s national office, Ms. Scofield served as legislative assistant in the State of New York Office of Federal Affairs.  
Ms. Scofield represented the state on science and technology and health issues including HIV/AIDS policy and funding before Congress and the Administration from 1987 to 1993. Scofield served on the legislative staff of former U.S. Representative Stan Lundine from 1981 to 1987.  Scofield is a graduate of Buffalo State College.

Aaron Testard
Aaron Testard, MFT is the Clinical Services Manager at the Pacific Center for Human Growth and a psychotherapist in private practice specializing in HIV, Chemical Dependency, Sexual and Gender Identity, and Felon Reintegration.   He has a ten-year history of working in the HIV field, starting as an HIV Test Counselor at Glide-Goodlett Clinic and a volunteer for Shanti.  Since then, he has been a support group facilitator at AIDS Health Project and a substance abuse counselor at Acceptance Place, a residential program for MSM.  He has worked as a mental health counselor for Steamworks Bathhouse’s experimental Mr. Sexx program.  He currently facilitates the HIV psychotherapy services at the Pacific Center and runs an HIV men’s therapy group there as well.

 

The Pacific Center for Human Growth is a support and counseling center located in Berkeley and serving the LGBTQ community in the East Bay and the Greater Bay Area since 1973.  From its roots as a safe place for mutual support and fellowship, it has evolved into a professional organization focused on meeting the mental health needs of LGBTQ people.  HIV mental health services include on-site individual, couples, and group therapy.  Also provided are off-site therapy services at East Bay AIDS Center, Downtown Youth Clinic, and Rainbow Community Center in Concord.
Alex Williams
Alex Williams, is an Peer Advocate for persons living with HIV under the age of 25, in addition he is an HIV tester and councilor at the EastBayAidsCenter’s Downtown Youth Clinic(DYC), which specializes in keeping youth engaged in the health care system. He has worked in HIV related fields for over 8 years, starting off as a volunteer for the Aids Project of the East Bay (APEB). He is use to working and engaging people who are infected and affected by this on going epidemic. Currently he is actively combating this epidemic by holding a support group for HIV positive young men (ages 13-25) that meets twice a month, facilitating retreats, and planning and conducting testing events, as wells as other one day events that foster youth to meet and become each other support system. He is an advocate for finding and developing new ways to support people that are infected, and helping people remove the age old stigma that is attached to HIV.
The Downtown Youth Clinic (DYC) emerged in 1997 when it became apparent that HIV-positive youth were not successfully engaging with health care practitioners. Adult models of care do not work for youth due to the rigidity of this model. Challenges for young clients include, but are not limited to, inflexible appointment scheduling and penalization for missed appointments or tardiness, and a cumbersome registration processes. Clinicians at the East Bay AC conducted one-on-one interviews and focus groups with HIV-positive youth that yielded an innovative model of care. DYC’s model of care keeps youth engaged in their health maintenance by being flexible and culturally relevant. Our goal is to identify, link to care, and retain in care HIV positive youth, enhance their quality of life and reduce the rate of HIV transmission in the Bay Area youth community.
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