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What Funders Should Know 
About Reproductive Justice, 
Sexual Rights, and HIV
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On April 26, 2007, Funders Concerned About AID S, Funders Network on Population, Repro -
ductive Health and Right s, and the Ms. Foundation for Wome n, co-hosted a teleconference 
called ÒReproductive Justice, Sexual Rights, and HIV: What Funders Should Know.Ó This One-
Sheet Report is a brief sketch of the issues covered by the teleconference.

Teleconference participants included: D‡zon Dixon Diallo MPH, SisterLove, Inc.; Surina Khan, 
WomenÕs Foundation of California; Mia Herndon, Third Wave Foundatio n; and Sue Simon, 
Open Society Institute. Mary-Shannon Ryan, FCAAÕs Program Director, moderated. Represen-
tatives from ten foundations also participated in this call. 

Ten Things Funders Can Do
To begin funding within a reproductive jus -
tice/sexual rights framework, teleconference 
participants suggested that funders can:

Within your organization, agree on repro -
ductive justice and sexual rights values.
Provide feedback and referrals to your 
grantees and/or potential grantees, 
whether you can fund their project or not.
Commit to multiple-year grants to sus -
tain your support.
Encourage sustainable practices and 
capacity-building.
Collaborate with other funders to strate -
gically leverage the amount of funding 
overall.
Support long-term movement building.
Evaluate with an eye on short-term and 
long-term, movement-wide goals.
Introduce and refer your grantees to each 
other to faciliate movement building. 
Be creative with your requests for propos-
als (RFPs).
Visit the FCAA websit e for more informa -
tion.

What are Reproductive Justice and 
Sexual Rights?
...............

According to D‡zon Dixon Diallo and the 
increasing body of literature  on the subject, 
reproductive justice and sexual rights rep -
resent an intersectional theory that includes 
concerns for reproductive health and rights, 
womenÕs rights, LGBTQ rights, human rights, 
and others. To believe in reproductive justice, 
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one believes in the Þght for the complete 
well-being of women, girls, and their families 
based on full human rights for all. Reproduc -
tive and sexual freedom (for women and 
men) does not only refer to the right to access 
for family planning methods, but also the 
right to education, a clean and safe place to 
live, economic freedom, and racial justice. A 
personÕs full environment must be addressed 
in order for her/him to have true reproduc -
tive freedom and sexual rights. 

Those who work on HIV issues understand 
how intertwined HIV is with other issues. 
Whether advocating for services for people 
living with HIV/AIDS or adequate preven -
tion methods, one must consider the full 
picture of an individual and her/his environ -
ment, dependents, and human rights. To be 
truly effective in the Þght against HIV/AIDS 
(and for the rights of PLWHA and people 
at risk for contracting HIV), we must begin 
to look outside of our funding ÒsilosÓ and 
appreciate the complementary approaches to 
achieving reproductive justice and full sexual 
rights for all.

“It’s a New Beginning for Us”: 
A Local Funder’s Perspective
...............

The WomenÕs Foundation of California 
recently reframed its reproductive health and 
rights program to a reproductive justice and 
sexual rights framework, because, according 
to Surina Khan, it better described their work 
and their evaluation of all               (continued) 
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programs through racial justice, gender justice, and 
human rights analyses. The reproductive justice and 
sexual rights framework also more accurately cap-
tures the linkages to other social justice movements. 
Although WFC does not have an explicit HIV/AIDS 
portfolio, grants they have made for sexuality educa -
tion, contraception access, and the promotion of the 
right for all women to be mothers have necessarily 
overlapped with HIV/AIDS concerns. Ms. Khan sug -
gested that using a reproductive justice framework 
is a cost-effective way of grantmaking: Òintegration 
and linking of issues makes the most of our money.Ó

Collaborations and funding partnerships have also 
improved the WomenÕs Foundation of CaliforniaÕs 
reproductive justice and sexual rights grantmaking. 
For instance, the California Wellness Foundation 
usually makes grants of $150,000 or more, which 
means they often have difÞculty reaching smaller 
and newer organizations. CWF has recently partnered with the WFC with a grant speciÞcally to re-grant to other orga -
nizations based in California that, because of their size, are outside the reach of the CWF. Thus, California Wellness is as-
sured that quality work is being funded while they expand their reach and stay within their own funding guidelines and 
priorities. Meanwhile they have the added beneÞt of the WomenÕs Foundation of California, which can use their expertise 
to mobilize this money and, most importantly, the organizations that need the funding receive it.

“Be Willing to Make the Commitment”: A National Funder’s Perspective 
...............

Third Wave Foundation strategically moved away from reproductive rights to reproductive justice programming and 
from funding services to funding movement-building and political organizing. Mia Herndon described this shift as ad -
dressing the needs of a whole person rather than just her/his reproductive organs. Third Wave does not self-identify as 
an ÒAIDS funder,Ó yet their reproductive justice grantmaking necessarily includes HIV/AIDS work, such as alternative 
health care, education, and culturally-speciÞc/sensitive education and health practices. 

Third Wave provides technical assistance to their grantees, especially for leadership skills. They encourage community-
based solutions to ensure a vibrant grassroots movement that fully addresses the communityÕs needs. Third WaveÕs mis-
sion focuses this work on young women and transgendered youth (ages 15-30), ensuring that leadership comes from the 
populations most affected.

Ms. Herndon said, ÒPartnerships make us more effective as grantmakers,Ó and went on to discuss her experience collabo-
rating with Tides Foundation and the Ms. Foundation for Women in movement-building work. 

“Getting Out of Our Silos”: An International Funder’s Perspective
...............

Open Society InstituteÕs Sexual Health and Rights Project (SHARP) is dedicated to addressing the health and rights needs 
of socially-marginalized persons. Sex workers and men who have sex with men are often blamed for ÒdrivingÓ the HIV 
epidemic because of their sexual practices. However, according to Sue Simon, their political vulnerability, which they 
share with LGBTQ people and Roma communities, puts them at particularly high risk for HIV/AIDS and human rights 
abuses. 

SHARP looks for gap-based opportunities, work that is drastically under-funded. For instance, in supporting sex worker 
rights, they fund networks of organizations, produce materials (see inset above),  work with partners regarding advocacy, 
and support sex worker leaders. They feel it is particularly important to support sex workers advocating for their own 
rights, to ensure that their voices are being heard and their efforts highlighted. 

Ms. Simon said that just the knowledge of shared interests and potential partnerships are stimulat -
ing to her work. Third Wave is in discussions with SHARP about sex worker-concerned issues.
Despite the differences in organizationally-mandated geographies, these funders are able to comple-
ment each otherÕs work and support similar constituencies with similar concerns. 

Other Reproductive Justice & Sexual Rights Resources

Understanding Reproductive Justice (SisterSong)
Sexual Rights (International Human Rights Funders) 
A New Vision for Reproductive Justice (Asian Communities for Reproduc-
tive Justice)
Reproductive Health and Justice Initiative Report: Supporting Youth-led 
Social Change (Third Wave Foundation)  
Sexual Rights (International WomenÕs Health Coalition) 
Sexual Rights Are Human Rights (MADRE)
Sex Workers Program Media Kit (Urban Justice Center)
Sex Worker Health and Rights: Where is the Funding? (OSI)
Taking the Pledge (video; Urban Justice Center)
Resources for HIV/AIDS and Sexual and Reproductive Health Integration
Resources on Youth Reproductive Health and HIV/AIDS (Interagency Youth 
Working Group)
Ensuring the Sexual and Reproductive Health of People Living with HIV 
(World Health Organization)

Visit FCAAÕs website for updated resource lists.
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