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In	
  the	
  U.S.,	
  es<mated	
  numbers	
  of	
  new	
  HIV	
  infec<ons	
  are	
  increasing	
  
for	
  MSM	
  while	
  stabilizing	
  or	
  decreasing	
  in	
  other	
  groups	
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Heterosexual	
  

IDU	
  



(Prejean	
  et	
  al.,	
  2011)	
  

New	
  HIV	
  Infec<ons	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.,	
  2009	
  

MSM	
  



MSM	
  epidemics	
  in	
  industrialized	
  	
  countries	
  
follow	
  similar	
  paKerns	
  

	
  
•  Analysis	
  of	
  8	
  industrialized	
  countries	
  (US,	
  UK,	
  
the	
  Netherlands,	
  France,	
  Germany,	
  Spain,	
  
Australia,	
  Canada)	
  	
  
– Decrease	
  in	
  HIV	
  diagnoses	
  from	
  1996	
  through	
  
2000	
  

–  Increase	
  in	
  HIV	
  diagnoses	
  from	
  2000	
  through	
  2005	
  
(Sullivan,	
  2009)	
  



Global HIV prevalence of HIV in MSM  
compared with regional adult prevalence in 2011	
  

Source:	
  Beyrer,	
  Baral,	
  van	
  Griensven,	
  Goodreau,	
  Chariyalertsak,	
  	
  Wirtz,	
  Brookmeyer,	
  The	
  Lancet,	
  2012	
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Even	
  in	
  countries	
  with	
  generalized	
  epidemics	
  
(e.g.	
  Kenya,	
  South	
  Africa,	
  and	
  Ghana),	
  new	
  
infec\ons	
  among	
  MSM	
  exceed	
  heterosexuals	
  



Greater	
  Odds	
  of	
  HIV	
  Among	
  MSM	
  Compared	
  to	
  	
  
General	
  Popula<ons	
  Across	
  Black	
  Diaspora	
  	
  

(Mille),	
  The	
  Lancet,	
  2012)	
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  Odds	
  of	
  HIV	
  Among	
  MSM	
  Compared	
  to	
  	
  
General	
  Popula<ons	
  Across	
  Black	
  Diaspora	
  	
  

 
HIV prevalence disparities among black 
MSM vs. general populations  

 
•  In U.S., 72x more likely to be HIV+ 

•  In Canada, 73x more likely to be HIV+ 

•  In UK, 111x more likely to be HIV+  
 

(Mille),	
  The	
  Lancet,	
  2012)	
  



Contribu<ons	
  of	
  Biology	
  and	
  
S<gma	
  



The	
  Diminishing	
  Centrality	
  of	
  Risk	
  
•  Es\mated	
  68%	
  of	
  HIV	
  

transmissions	
  among	
  MSM	
  is	
  
sex	
  with	
  main	
  partners	
  	
  
–  higher	
  number	
  of	
  sex	
  acts	
  with	
  

main	
  partners	
  and	
  lower	
  condom	
  
use	
  (Sullivan,	
  AIDS,	
  2009)	
  

•  Even	
  if	
  US	
  MSM	
  and	
  
heterosexuals	
  had	
  similar	
  
number	
  of	
  sex	
  partners,	
  MSM	
  
would	
  have	
  an	
  epidemic	
  and	
  
heterosexuals	
  would	
  not(Goodreau,	
  STI,	
  
2007)	
  	
  

•  Greater	
  likelihood	
  	
  of	
  infec\on	
  
during	
  anal	
  vs.	
  vaginalsex	
  	
  
–  18x	
  greater	
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•  Es\mated	
  68%	
  of	
  HIV	
  
transmission	
  among	
  MSM	
  occur	
  
in	
  context	
  of	
  a	
  couple	
  (Sullivan,	
  
AIDS,	
  2009)	
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  if	
  US	
  MSM	
  and	
  
heterosexuals	
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  sex	
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Modeling	
  reduc<ons	
  in	
  HIV	
  infec<on	
  
among	
  MSM	
  over	
  5	
  years	
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  2012	
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In	
  Wisconsin,	
  among	
  Blacks:	
  	
  
•  MSM	
  58%	
  of	
  HIV	
  

diagnoses	
  	
  
•  Only	
  19%	
  of	
  targeted	
  tests	
  

and	
  11%	
  of	
  HIV	
  
preven\on	
  clients.	
  (Gasiorowicz	
  &	
  
Stodola,	
  2011)	
  



	
  Inadequate	
  HIV	
  funding	
  for	
  MSM	
  
Interna<onally	
  	
  

•  Of	
  38	
  developing	
  countries	
  that	
  reported	
  any	
  programming	
  
for	
  MSM	
  
–  0.6%	
  of	
  global	
  preven\on	
  expenditures	
  targeted	
  MSM	
  
– More	
  countries	
  reported	
  that	
  MSM	
  programs	
  were	
  “not	
  
applicable”	
  to	
  their	
  HIV/AIDS	
  response	
  (Beyrer,	
  2010)	
  

•  Most	
  countries	
  in	
  Asia	
  spend	
  less	
  than	
  1%	
  of	
  their	
  HIV	
  budget	
  
on	
  MSM,	
  despite	
  MSM	
  comprising	
  5%	
  to	
  20%	
  of	
  new	
  
infec\ons.	
  (AmFAR,	
  2009)	
  

•  Programs	
  targe\ng	
  MSM	
  in	
  La\n	
  America	
  comprise	
  less	
  than	
  
1%	
  of	
  total	
  HIV	
  preven\on	
  spending	
  ,	
  despite	
  comprising	
  25%	
  
of	
  	
  people	
  living	
  with	
  HIV.	
  (AmFAR,	
  2008)	
  



	
  
•  Belief	
  that	
  homosexuality	
  is	
  always	
  wrong	
  	
  	
  

–  Among	
  blacks,	
  propor\on	
  who	
  said	
  homosexuality	
  
"always	
  wrong"	
  was	
  72.3%	
  in	
  2008	
  and	
  largely	
  
unchanged	
  since	
  the	
  1970s	
  

–  Declined	
  among	
  whites	
  from	
  70.8%	
  in	
  1973	
  to	
  
51.6%	
  in	
  2008	
  	
  

•  Racial	
  differences	
  among	
  	
  MSM	
  and	
  belief	
  that	
  
homosexuality	
  is	
  always	
  wrong	
  

–  Black	
  MSM	
  2x	
  more	
  likely	
  to	
  report	
  homosexuality	
  
is	
  "always	
  wrong"	
  compared	
  with	
  white	
  MSM	
  

•  Associa<on	
  between	
  belief	
  homosexuality	
  is	
  always	
  
wrong	
  and	
  HIV	
  tes<ng	
  

–  MSM	
  with	
  unfavorable	
  aetudes	
  toward	
  
homosexuality	
  were	
  less	
  likely	
  to	
  report	
  ever	
  
tes\ng	
  for	
  HIV	
  
	
  

•  Examined	
  link	
  between	
  social	
  support	
  and	
  undiagnosed	
  
HIV	
  infec<on	
  among	
  black	
  and	
  La<no	
  MSM	
  
•  Black	
  and	
  La\no	
  MSM	
  with	
  less	
  social	
  support	
  were	
  

more	
  likely	
  to	
  be	
  diagnosed	
  with	
  HIV	
  infec\on	
  	
  

Nega<ve	
  A\tudes	
  and	
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  HIV	
  Risk	
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An<gay	
  S<gma:	
  
Syndemics	
  and	
  Amplifica<on	
  of	
  HIV	
  Risk	
  	
  
“AIDS	
  preven<on	
  among	
  MSM	
  has	
  

overwhelmingly	
  focused	
  on	
  sexual	
  

risk	
  alone.	
  Other	
  health	
  problems	
  

among	
  MSM	
  not	
  only	
  are	
  important	
  

in	
  their	
  own	
  right,	
  but	
  also	
  may	
  

interact	
  to	
  increase	
  HIV	
  risk.	
  HIV	
  

preven\on	
  might	
  become	
  more	
  

effec\ve	
  by	
  addressing	
  the	
  broader	
  

health	
  concerns	
  of	
  MSM	
  while	
  also	
  

focusing	
  on	
  sexual	
  risks.”	
  (Stall,	
  AJPH,	
  2003)	
  

0	
  
%	
  

1	
  
%	
  

2	
  
%	
  

3+	
  
%	
  

HIV	
  prevalence	
   13.0	
   20.9	
   27.2	
   22.4	
  

P<.001	
  

Psychosocial	
  health	
  problems	
  
• 	
  	
  Poly	
  drug	
  use	
  
• 	
  	
  Depression	
  
• 	
  	
  Childhood	
  sexual	
  abuse	
  history	
  
• 	
  	
  Partner	
  violence	
  



An<-­‐Gay	
  S<gma	
  and	
  Its	
  Consequences–	
  Globally	
  	
  
•  MSM	
  in	
  Malawi,	
  Namibia,	
  and	
  

Botswana:	
  Disclosure	
  of	
  
homosexuality	
  to	
  health-­‐care	
  
providers	
  
–  associated	
  with	
  being	
  denied	
  health	
  care	
  

or	
  being	
  bribed	
  	
  
–  42%	
  MSM	
  described	
  1	
  or	
  more	
  human	
  

rights	
  abuses	
  (blackmail,	
  denied	
  housing,	
  
healthcare,	
  etc)	
  	
  (Baral,	
  2009)	
  

•  Fewer	
  than	
  40%	
  of	
  Caribbean	
  MSM	
  
reached	
  by	
  preven\on	
  programs	
  
(UNAIDS,2010)	
  
–  An\gay	
  s\gma	
  in	
  Jamaica	
  prevents	
  

access	
  to	
  preven\on	
  services	
  

•  Homophobic	
  abuse	
  associated	
  with	
  
HIV	
  infec\on	
  among	
  Uganda	
  MSM	
  
(aOR	
  5.38,	
  95%	
  CI	
  1.95-­‐14.79)	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
(Hladik,	
  2012)	
  



State-­‐Sponsored	
  An<-­‐Homosexual	
  
Criminaliza<on	
  –	
  Globally	
  	
  

•  86	
  member	
  states	
  of	
  the	
  United	
  Na\ons	
  s\ll	
  
criminalize	
  consensual	
  same	
  sex	
  acts	
  among	
  
adults	
  (ILGA,	
  2008)	
  
–  In	
  21	
  countries,	
  male-­‐male	
  sex	
  is	
  punishable	
  by	
  
prison	
  sentences	
  of	
  10	
  years	
  

– 7	
  have	
  legal	
  provisions	
  with	
  death	
  penalty	
  as	
  
punishment	
  

– Authorized	
  and	
  encouraged	
  by	
  heads	
  of	
  state	
  (e.g.	
  
Gambia,	
  Uganda)	
  

	
  	
  



Criminaliza<on	
  of	
  homosexuality	
  &	
  HIV	
  prevalence	
  among	
  
MSM	
  in	
  African	
  and	
  Caribbean	
  countries	
  

(Mille),	
  2012)	
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Criminaliza<on	
  of	
  homosexuality	
  &	
  HIV	
  prevalence	
  among	
  
MSM	
  in	
  African	
  and	
  Caribbean	
  countries	
  

(Mille),	
  2012)	
  

•  Countries	
  that	
  criminalize	
  
same-­‐sex	
  behavior	
  
1.  spend	
  less	
  on	
  MSM	
  

services	
  
2.  less	
  likely	
  to	
  conduct	
  HIV	
  

surveillance	
  for	
  MSM	
  	
  
(amFAR,	
  2011)	
  



Criminaliza<on	
  –	
  U.S.	
  
•  Sodomy	
  laws	
  

–  Inclusive	
  of	
  oral	
  sex	
  and	
  anal	
  
sex	
  

–  Considered	
  a	
  felony	
  in	
  certain	
  
states	
  

–  Applied	
  dispropor\onately	
  to	
  
LGBT	
  couples	
  vs.	
  heterosexual	
  
couples	
  

•  Bowers	
  vs.	
  Hardwick	
  (1986)	
  
–  Supreme	
  Court	
  :	
  No	
  

cons\tu\onal	
  right	
  to	
  sexual	
  
privacy	
  for	
  GLBT	
  individuals	
  

•  Lawrence	
  vs.	
  Texas	
  (2003)	
  
–  Invalidated	
  1986	
  Supreme	
  

Curt	
  decision	
  
–  Struck	
  down	
  laws	
  remaining	
  

on	
  book	
  in	
  15	
  states	
  

•  Sec\on	
  2500	
  Public	
  Health	
  Service	
  
Act:	
  
–  Content	
  of	
  program-­‐	
  advise	
  re:	
  
‘harmful	
  effects	
  of	
  promiscuous	
  
sexual	
  ac@vity…and	
  the	
  benefits	
  of	
  
abstaining	
  from	
  such	
  ac@vi@es.’	
  

–  Limita@on-­‐	
  ‘None	
  of	
  the	
  funds	
  …may	
  
be	
  used	
  to	
  provide	
  educa@on	
  or	
  
informa@on	
  designed	
  to	
  promote	
  or	
  
encourage…homosexual	
  or	
  
heterosexual	
  sexual	
  
ac@vity...’ (MMWR,	
  1988)	
  

	
  
•  Inequality	
  in	
  Federal	
  laws	
  

–  Workplace	
  discrimina\on	
  	
  
–  Marriage	
  
–  Recogni\on	
  of	
  parental	
  rights	
  	
  
–  Inheritance	
  rights	
  	
  
–  Partner	
  visita\on	
  in	
  healthcare	
  

seengs	
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  U.S.	
  
•  Sodomy	
  laws	
  

–  Inclusive	
  of	
  oral	
  sex	
  and	
  anal	
  
sex	
  

–  Considered	
  a	
  felony	
  in	
  certain	
  
states	
  

–  Applied	
  dispropor\onately	
  to	
  
LGBT	
  couples	
  vs.	
  heterosexual	
  
couples	
  

•  Bowers	
  vs.	
  Hardwick	
  (1986)	
  
–  Supreme	
  Court	
  :	
  No	
  

cons\tu\onal	
  right	
  to	
  sexual	
  
privacy	
  for	
  GLBT	
  individuals	
  

•  Lawrence	
  vs.	
  Texas	
  (2003)	
  
–  Invalidated	
  1986	
  Supreme	
  

Curt	
  decision	
  
–  Struck	
  down	
  laws	
  remaining	
  

on	
  book	
  in	
  15	
  states	
  

•  Sec\on	
  2500	
  Public	
  Health	
  Service	
  
Act:	
  
–  Content	
  of	
  program-­‐	
  advise	
  re:	
  
‘harmful	
  effects	
  of	
  promiscuous	
  
sexual	
  ac@vity…and	
  the	
  benefits	
  of	
  
abstaining	
  from	
  such	
  ac@vi@es.’	
  

–  Limita@on-­‐	
  ‘None	
  of	
  the	
  funds	
  …may	
  
be	
  used	
  to	
  provide	
  educa@on	
  or	
  
informa@on	
  designed	
  to	
  promote	
  or	
  
encourage…homosexual	
  or	
  
heterosexual	
  sexual	
  
ac@vity...’ (MMWR,	
  1988)	
  

	
  
•  Inequality	
  in	
  Federal	
  laws	
  

–  Workplace	
  discrimina\on	
  	
  
–  Marriage	
  
–  Recogni\on	
  of	
  parental	
  rights	
  	
  
–  Inheritance	
  rights	
  	
  
–  Partner	
  visita\on	
  in	
  healthcare	
  

seengs	
  



HIV	
  S<gma	
  in	
  the	
  Gay	
  Community	
  



Opportuni<es	
  



The	
  promise	
  of	
  pre-­‐exposure	
  
prophylaxis	
  

–  44%	
  reduc\on	
  HIV	
  infec\on	
  
(Grant,	
  NEJM,	
  2010)	
  

–  Greater	
  reduc\on	
  (92%)	
  in	
  HIV	
  
acquisi\on	
  risk	
  in	
  adherent	
  
men	
  

–  Targe\ng	
  25%	
  of	
  high-­‐risk	
  
MSM	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  City	
  is	
  cost-­‐
effec\ve	
  in	
  long	
  term	
  

•  could	
  prevent	
  4%-­‐23%	
  of	
  19,510	
  
predicted	
  HIV	
  infec\ons	
  in	
  5	
  
years.	
  (Desai,	
  AIDS,	
  2008)	
  



“Just	
  because	
  
something	
  is	
  cost	
  
effec\ve,	
  does	
  not	
  
make	
  it	
  affordable”	
  

-­‐David	
  Pal\el	
  



Cost	
  of	
  HIV	
  Preven<on	
  for	
  Global	
  MSM	
  
Epidemic	
  

	
  
•  Cost	
  to	
  decrease	
  new	
  HIV	
  

infec\ons	
  among	
  MSM	
  by	
  25%	
  
over	
  10	
  years	
  

–  Oral	
  PrEP	
  global	
  scaleà	
  $26B	
  

–  Early	
  ART	
  for	
  dx	
  posi\vesà$26B	
  

–  Provision	
  of	
  latex	
  condoms	
  and	
  
water-­‐based	
  lubricantà	
  $134M	
  	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  (Beyrer,	
  2012)	
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Cost	
  of	
  HIV	
  Preven<on	
  for	
  Global	
  MSM	
  
Epidemic	
  

	
  



Es<mated	
  percent	
  of	
  new	
  HIV	
  infec<ons	
  among	
  MSM	
  
prevented	
  by	
  three	
  preven<on	
  approaches,	
  four	
  countries	
  

Condom	
  use	
  works	
  as	
  effec\vely	
  as	
  
Oral	
  pre-­‐exposure	
  prophylaxis	
  in	
  
preven\ng	
  infec\ons	
  among	
  MSM	
  



Documented	
  Lack	
  of	
  Access	
  to	
  Condoms	
  
or	
  Lubricant	
  

•  MSM	
  Global	
  Forum	
  
Survey	
  
•  3,875	
  MSM	
  
–  Three-­‐quarters	
  from	
  
low-­‐	
  and	
  middle-­‐income	
  
countries.	
  

–  39	
  %	
  reported	
  having	
  
access	
  to	
  free	
  condoms	
  	
  

–  25	
  %	
  reported	
  having	
  
access	
  to	
  free	
  lubricant	
  

•  Kenyan	
  MSM	
  sex	
  workers	
  
–  29%	
  used	
  no	
  lubricant	
  
–  36%	
  used	
  oil-­‐based	
  
lubricant	
  w	
  condoms	
  (Geibel,	
  
2008)	
  

•  Jamaican	
  MSM	
  
•  Condoms	
  and	
  lubricant	
  freely	
  

available	
  at	
  Red	
  Cross	
  
•  Reported	
  s\gma	
  accessing	
  

condoms/	
  lubricant	
  	
  	
  	
  (Willis,	
  2011)	
  



Raising	
  Awareness	
  &	
  Reducing	
  S<gma	
  



Raising	
  Awareness	
  &	
  Reducing	
  S<gma	
  



Comba<ng	
  HIV	
  S<gma–	
  From	
  Top	
  Down	
  

•  “But	
  the	
  fight	
  is	
  not	
  
over	
  –	
  not	
  by	
  a	
  long	
  
shot….	
  When	
  new	
  
infec*ons	
  among	
  
young	
  black	
  gay	
  men	
  
increase	
  by	
  nearly	
  50	
  
percent	
  in	
  3	
  years,	
  we	
  
need	
  to	
  do	
  more	
  to	
  
show	
  them	
  that	
  their	
  
lives	
  ma>er.”	
  



Na\onal	
  efforts	
  

Hospital	
  visita\on	
  
for	
  	
  domes\c	
  

partners/	
  married	
  
spouses	
  

Equality	
  in	
  military	
  
(Don’t	
  Ask	
  Don’t	
  

Tell)	
  

An\-­‐bullying	
  effort	
  

Shepard-­‐Bird	
  Act	
  
An\-­‐discrimina\on	
  

Dropping	
  defense	
  
of	
  DOMA	
  (support	
  
marriage	
  equality)	
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President’s	
  Na\onal	
  HIV/AIDS	
  
Strategy:	
  

	
  
•  “The	
  United	
  States	
  cannot	
  

reduce	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  HIV	
  
infec\ons	
  na\onally	
  without	
  
be)er	
  addressing	
  HIV	
  among	
  gay	
  
and	
  bisexual	
  men.	
  Our	
  na\onal	
  
commitment	
  to	
  this	
  popula\on	
  
has	
  not	
  always	
  reached	
  a	
  level	
  of	
  
HIV	
  preven\on	
  funding	
  reflec\ve	
  
of	
  their	
  risk.”	
  



President’s	
  statement	
  in	
  response	
  to	
  David	
  
Kato’s	
  murder	
  

“I	
  am	
  deeply	
  saddened	
  to	
  learn	
  of	
  the	
  murder	
  of	
  
David	
  Kato…The	
  United	
  States	
  mourns	
  his	
  murder,	
  
and	
  we	
  recommit	
  ourselves	
  to	
  David’s	
  
work…	
  LGBT	
  rights	
  are	
  not	
  special	
  rights;	
  they	
  are	
  
human	
  rights.	
  	
  My	
  Administra\on	
  will	
  con\nue	
  to	
  
strongly	
  support	
  human	
  rights	
  and	
  assistance	
  work	
  
on	
  behalf	
  of	
  LGBT	
  persons	
  abroad.	
  	
  We	
  do	
  this	
  
because	
  we	
  recognize	
  the	
  threat	
  faced	
  by	
  leaders	
  
like	
  David	
  Kato,	
  and	
  we	
  share	
  their	
  commitment	
  to	
  
advancing	
  freedom,	
  fairness,	
  and	
  equality	
  for	
  all.”	
  
	
  
-­‐President	
  Barack	
  Obama,	
  1/27/11	
  

	
  



Comba<ng	
  an<-­‐gay	
  discrimina<on	
  abroad	
  	
  




