2023 HIV & LGBTQ+
Legislative Trends



Equality Federation is an
advocacy accelerator
rooted in social justice,
building power in our
network of state-based
lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer
(LGBTQ+) advocacy
organizations.

F

Activating LGBTQ+ Advocacy
to End the Epidemic

Our HIV advocacy partnerships
help expand state LGBTQ+
advocacy organizations’ ability to
improve HIV policy at the state
level.

Our work and partnerships
developed through this program
are rooted in a deep commitment
to racial justice and the
meaningful involvement of people
living with HIV (MIPA) principles.



2023 HIV Policy Landscape
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2023 HIV Policy Landscape @ the States
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Bill Status of HIV Testing & Treatment

Enacted/Passed

Crossed Over

Dead/Session Over

Still In Play

Roughly only 9.1% of HIV testing and treatment legislation were passed/signed into law in 2023
as of 04/12/23
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Status of HIV Criminalization
Modernization Bills in 2023

Enacted/Passed

Crossed Over

Dead/Session Over

Still In Play
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Needed Allyship - Intersectional Opportunities at the State Level

375
Anti-Trans
Bills

34 Drag Bans

120 Gender
Affirming
Care Bans

128 Repro
Bills

As of 04-10-23




The Underfunded Work on the Ground

Coalition-Building

e Lobbying/insider °

Organizing capacity

e People with lived
experience

e ASOs

e Local to national
advocacy partners

e Funders

e General relationship
building

Tactics

Recruiting legislative
champion
Under-the-dome lobbying
Direct constituent contact
Coalition outreach

Storytelling
o PLWHIV
o  Sexual Assault
Survivors

Communications/public
education

Lessons Learned:

Multi-year strategy is
needed

Strong engagement in
both chambers

Need stronger
communications and
messaging strategies
that are ready-to-use
for local advocates
Pay attention to other
laws that can be used to
criminalize
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Investments in Advocacy Pays Off - MD Spotlight:

HISTORY was made $23,000 in regrants that
on —full HIV directly supports additional

crim. repeal:

Moved for 1st time $7,500 in Paid Path-Through Calls/
Passed House 97-37 Constituent Advocacy

MD staff

Governor endorsed
Came just 2 Senate votes $10,250 in projected

short from passing national staffing support
from EqFed & SERO Project

EqFed Investment in 2023: $40,750
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What can you do?

Emerging needs support for active HIV
coalitions in states that includes Ohio, Texas, Florida, Oklahoma, to name a few...

Investment in MIPA-minded state-level HIV
advocacy coalition development

e Bridging grassroots and insider strategies

e For funders that are able, fund lobbying and organzing

Multi-year support and firmer commitment to

leadership development of PLHIV support in both advocacy and philanthropy
spaces
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https://www.equalityfederation.org/tracker/hi
\'

E-mail for questions or updates:
mike@equalityfederation.org




